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	Science for the Future of Education: 
Inclusion, innovation and Resilient Societies



IX Conference of the Lithuanian Educational Research Association (LETA)

16–17 October 2025

We invite you to the IX Lithuanian Educational Research Association (LETA) and 
Šiauliai Academy of Vilnius University
Conference 



Education creates the future of society. At the same time, it is also a condition and assumption for the stability of a society whose future is becoming increasingly unpredictable due to the sudden and ever-increasing ideological tensions in the world, the escalation of geopolitical conflicts, the aggressive breakthrough of artificial intelligence in all areas of life, teaching/learning processes, as well as due to the so far uncontrollable climate change. Therefore, the question of how education and scientific research can inform further actions for the most stable possible future of society is becoming increasingly important and relevant.
There is no question that educational practices based on research results are more effective. However, there remain unanswered questions related to the choice of researchers on how to show direction for educational practice through their academic activities and lay the research-based foundations for the future of an inclusive and resilient society. The scope of educational research is also important – how to assess the breadth of educational research? Can this be seen as a strength, an opportunity, or rather, a challenge? Can the interdisciplinarity of educational research contribute to solving complex problems in society and the education sector?
These (and similar) questions are relevant because they represent our shared values, which combine the diversity of educational research topics, theoretical and methodological approaches, and at the same time allow us to share, consider, and raise new questions for the benefit of education and the future of society.
The organizers of the conference hope that the IX Conference of the Lithuanian Educational Research Association will be a space where insights will be shared, discussed, and relevant issues raised. We will be learning how to be resilient to the unpredictable future, how to create equal conditions for every learner, and how to take a proactive part in the breakthrough of innovative technologies that support critical thinking and creativity.
Let's come together to share ideas, discuss, and build the future together now.




	October 16, 2025

Šiauliai Academy of Vilnius University, room 413.
Vytauto g. 84, Šiauliai


	10:00–10:30
	Registration of conference participants

	
Session I

	10.30–11:00
	     Conference Introduction, Greetings 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Valdas Jaskūnas, Vice-Rector for Studies at Vilnius University
Dr. Eglė Pranckūnienė, President of LETA
Representatives of the Ministry, Research Council of Lithuania, etc.  

	11.00–11.30
	Prof. Dr. Jurgita Verbickienė, Chair of the Expert Committee of Humanities and Social Sciences of the University of Vilnius University, Research Council of Lithuania 
Contemporary "whales" of the Humanities and Social Sciences: A Breakthrough. Quality. Interdisciplinarity. Economic Utility and Value Impact on Society 

	11:30–12.00
	Prof. Dr. Renata Bilbokaitė, Director of VUŠA 
Prospects for Empowering Teachers' Global Competencies: Results of the Comparative Study

	12.00–13:30
	Lunch break, tours of the Academy of Education 

	Session II

	13.30–14.00 
	Dr. Rita Dukynaitė, Chief Advisor of the Strategic Planning Division of the Ministry  of Education and Science 
The Resilience Code or the Search for the Resilience of the Education System in the OECD PISA Study

	14:00–14:30
	Dr. Rima Sinickė, Chief Analyst of the Office of the Ombudsman for Academic Ethics and Procedures of the Republic of Lithuania
Opportunities of Artificial Intelligence for Scientists

	14.30–15:00 
	Debate between plenary speakers. Moderator Prof. Dr. Remigijus Bubnys, VUŠA   

	15.00–15:30
	Break

	III session

	15:30–16:00 
	Prof. Dr. Oksana Zabolotna, Professor at the Uman State Pedagogical University of Ukraine
Resilience in the face of adversity: sources of strength for Ukrainian teachers, students and scientists

	16:00–17:00    
	 Discussion: Development of education and education research in the Baltic States and Ukraine during the 35 years of independence
Prof. Dr. Dita Nimante, President of the Latvian Association of Educational Researchers, Dr. Karmen Trasberg, President of the Estonian Association of Educational Researchers,  Prof. Dr. Oksana Zabolotna, President of the Ukrainian Association of Education Researchers, Prof. Dr. Irena Stonkuvienė, LERA Council member, Professor of Vilnius University . 

	17:00 
	Reception
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The presentations and discussions of the first day will be translated into Lithuanian Sign Language, and the presentations of the Inclusive Education Network section  will be translated into Lithuanian Sign Language.



[image: D:\Informacija\DARBAS\2024\LETA_2024\Naujas vizualas\3 linijos.png]The second day of the conference (17 October) is dedicated to optional seminars and work in the sections of LETA networks, where oral and poster presentations will be presented, and discussions will take place.  At the end of the work of the sections, a final meeting will take place. 

	October 17,  2025

Šiauliai Academy of Vilnius University (Vytauto str. 84, Šiauliai)


	     Elective seminars

	08:00–9:30 
	Prof. Oksana Zabolotna (Uman Pedagogical University, Ukraine)
To do or not to do? Dilemmas for field research in times of crisis 

Room No.  413. 


	Assoc. Prof. Dr. Judita Kasperiūnienė (VDU) 
Prof. Dr. Natalija Mažeikienė (VDU) 
Generative AI in qualitative research – what is the role of the machine next to researchers?

Room No. 205 

	09:35–12:30
	Oral and poster presentations in sections 

	12.30–13:00
	Lunch break

	
	Final sitting 

	13.00–13:40
	Final discussion, summary of the conference  

	
	

	

	

	
	




Description of the elective seminars 

Oksana Zabolotna.  To do or not to do? Dilemmas for field research in times of crisis 
The workshop will explore the challenges of conducting field research in a country affected by war, conflict or forced displacement. Through the prism of the experience of real researchers, participants will learn how extreme circumstances affect research quality, data collection, and ethical considerations. During the workshop, participants will get to know a unique perspective as they will participate in a "diary of the life of a researcher" based on the real-life diaries of four researchers who evaluated the educational intervention program "Don't Wait to Learn" (War Child Alliance) in Ukraine. The main idea is to emphasize the resilience of researchers, the adaptation strategies needed in crisis conditions, and the ethical dilemmas that arise.




Judita Kaperiūnienė and Natalija Mažeikienė. Generative AI in qualitative research – what is the role of the machine next to researchers?
With the rapid development of generative artificial intelligence (AI) systems, a methodological breakthrough is taking place in the field of qualitative research. In this theoretical-practical seminar, we will explore how to activate generative AI models as an additional researcher in the analysis and interpretation of qualitative data and the application of various methodological approaches (content analysis, narrative analysis, grounding theory, phenomenology, framing analysis, etc.). In the seminar, we will answer two essential questions:
1. How generative AI models are changing traditional qualitative research methodologies;
2. How to ensure the reliability of insights generated from researcher data by AI methods and research findings.
Participants will put generative AI tools into practice, develop effective AI query strategies, and discuss AI limitations and bias dilemmas. There will be a discussion on how to maintain the leadership of the human researcher in interpreting data and making analytical decisions together with artificial intelligence. The workshop will provide participants with methodological knowledge and practical tools to integrate AI into qualitative research methodologies.




Planned sections of LETA networks: For applications, see:
[image: ]
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Higher education and vocational training 
· General Education 
· Educational Researchers Emeritus 
· Preschool Education 
· ICT and education 
· Inclusive education 
· Artistic education 
· Lifelong learning 
· Teacher Training and Professional Development 
· Primary education 
· Social Education 
· Sports Education and Health & Wellbeing 
· Educational Management and Leadership 
· Research methodologies 
· Educational philosophies and policies 
· Stories of education and education 

Work in all sections will take place live. Audiences will be indicated in the final conference program. 
We are waiting for the participants of the conference at the premises of the Šiauliai Academy of Vilnius University (Vytauto str. 84, Šiauliai).


Registration for  the conference with a presentation (or to adjust the title of the presentation) is open until 30 September 2025. 
Conference participants can register without notice until 9 October 2025. 
Registration: here
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Registration

Conference fee for registration until 30 September:
	For LERA members:
Participation only on the first day of the conference – 30 euros
For participation only on the second day of the conference – 20 euros
Participation on both days of the conference – 50 euros
	For non LERA members:
Participation only on the first day of the conference – 50 euros
For participation only on the second day of the conference – 40 euros
Participation on both days of the conference – 90 euros

	For students (I and II cycles):
Participation only on the first day of the conference – 20 euros
For participation only on the second day of the conference – 15 euros
Participation on both days of the conference – 35 euros



Conference fee for registration from 1 October to 15 October.
 (registration at that time will be possible only without notifications):
	For LERA members:
Participation only on the first day of the conference – 50 euros
For participation only on the second day of the conference – 40 euros
Participation on both days of the conference – 90 euros
	For non LERA members:
Participation only on the first day of the conference – 60 euros
For participation only on the second day of the conference – 50 euros
Participation on both days of the conference – 110 euros

	For students (I and II cycles):
Participation only on the first day of the conference – 30 euros
Participation only on the second day of the conference – 25 euros
Participation on both days of the conference – 55 euros



SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE 
Chairperson of the Committee:  President of the Lithuanian Educational Research Association (LETA) Dr. Eglė Pranckūnienė (School Improvement Centre, Klaipėda University).
Vice-Chairs of the Committee:  Prof. Dr. Aušra Kazlauskienė (Vilnius University, Šiauliai Academy), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Jūratė Valuckienė (Vilnius University, Šiauliai Academy). 
Members of the Committee – Members of the Board of LETA: 
Prof. Dr. Liudmila Rupšienė (Klaipėda University), Prof. Dr. Lina Kaminskienė (Vytautas Magnus University), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sandra Kairė (Vilnius University), Prof. Dr. Raimonda Brunevičiūtė (LETA), Prof. Dr. Aušra Kazlauskienė (Šiauliai Academy of Vilnius University), PhD student Vaiva Juškienė (Vilnius University of Applied Sciences), Prof. Dr. Rita Aleknaitė-Bieliauskienė (Mykolas Romeris University), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rita Makarskaitė-Petkevičienė (Vilnius University), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Judita Kasperiūnienė (Kaunas University University of Technology), doctoral student Kęstutis Vaišnora (Vytautas Magnus University), assoc. prof. dr. Giedrė-Gabnytė Bizevičienė (Lithuanian Academy of Music and Arts), prof. habil. Dr. Palmira Jucevičienė (Kaunas University of Technology), Prof. Dr. Rūta Girdzijauskienė (Klaipėda University), Prof. Dr. Daiva Jakavonytė-Staškuvienė (Vytautas Magnus University), Dr. Auksė Petruškevičiūtė (Lithuanian Association of Social Pedagogues, Vytautas Magnus University), Prof. Dr. Valdonė Indrašienė (Mykolas Romeris University), Prof. Dr. Jūratė Požėrienė (Lithuanian Sports University), Dr. Lina Tamulytė (Vilnius Maironis Progymnasium), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Irena Stonkuvienė (Vilnius University), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Daiva Penkauskienė (Centre for Contemporary Didactics), Prof. Dr. Lilija Duoblienė (Vilnius University), Dr. Sandrita Škėrienė (LETA).
Other members of the committee: Prof. Dr. Renata Bilbokaitė, Prof. Dr. Daiva Malinauskienė.    



Contact persons:
dr. Eglė Pranckūnienė, e-mail. egle@mtc.lt; 
dr. Sandrita Škėrienė, e-mail. informacijaleta@gmail.com
Roma Janušonytė e-mail.roma.janusonyte@sa.vu.lt 
Location: Vytauto str. 84, Šiauliai. To see on the map click HERE.
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